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BAY VILLAGE WORKER CAMP — WOODSIDE ENERGY — KARRATHA 
399. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s answer in question time on 12 June in which he stated that the decision to grant Woodside 
permission to build a new 700-bed fly in, fly out camp in Karratha was needed, and I quote — 

… so that we can bring the Browse and Scarborough projects onshore. The alternative is that they are 
either sent to the Northern Territory or they are processed offshore. 

(1) At what point in the negotiations with Woodside did it say to the government that it would go to the 
Northern Territory or process offshore if approval for the camp was rejected? 

(2) Specifically, what date did this occur?  
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) It is increasingly apparent in this house and increasingly apparent in Western Australia that the 

National Party really hates Woodside. It really hates a Western Australian company. It just loathes it. It 
hates these big Western Australian employers—it just hates them—and the Liberal Party votes with it on 
that. I know there is a little bit of discomfort in the Liberal Party about that. I can see it on its members’ 
faces. During that motion on Tuesday, I could see some unhappiness. I could see it brewing. The 
Leader of the Opposition cannot see behind him. I can see what is going on behind him. There are a lot 
of unhappy faces back there. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 

Point of Order 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: The Premier is not answering the question. I am happy to read it out again. 
The SPEAKER: If you have a silly point of order like that again, I will call you to order. 
Mr V.A. Catania: Ask him to answer the question. 
The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the second time. I was on my feet. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It has been apparent over the course of the last 10 to 15 years that when the oil majors 
develop gas reserves outside state waters, sometimes they have choices. We saw that with the Japanese company 
Inpex. It made a choice to pipe gas to Darwin. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: It was because of you. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It was under the Liberal government’s office; it happened when it was in office. I am just 
stating a fact. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am just stating a fact. They have choices. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you are on three calls. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Major oil companies and their joint venture partners have choices. Inpex had a choice. It 
made the choice to go to Darwin. When it comes to Prelude and Shell, it decided to process gas offshore rather 
than bring it onshore at all. It had a major processing facility built in South Korea to process it offshore. I just 
received the figures on Inpex. The Inpex decision to go to Darwin was announced in January 2011 when the 
Leader of the Opposition was in government. In any event, I did not intend to enter into that debate. Be that as it 
may, Inpex made that choice and Shell made that choice—those choices are out there. As Western Australians, we 
need to fight to ensure that these projects are developed onshore in our state, and that is what we have done. We 
fought to develop this project onshore in our state to ensure the long-term future of Karratha. The member for 
Pilbara has been fighting for the future of Karratha. The National Party is fighting to ensure that Karratha becomes 
a ghost town. That is all it is fighting for. When it comes to the other options that Woodside had under the former 
government, a site called Civeo was approved outside of town, which allows for a 1 100 or so bed camp. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: It was under the former government. 
Ms M.J. Davies: This is your camp. This is your government. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: Leader of the National Party, you just do not accept responsibility. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, can you hear me? Thank you. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This is very difficult. You just do not take responsibility. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: You need to take responsibility. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Civeo was approved in 2011 or thereabouts for a camp outside Karratha that was located 
further out than Bay Village. As I explained to members the other day, there were two decision points—two 
choices that Woodside in particular could make. My choice on behalf of Western Australia and on behalf of 
Karratha is to bring that gas onshore in Karratha where it belongs to make sure that it is developed here in 
Western Australia and that Western Australians get the jobs and that the people of Karratha are the beneficiaries. 
You hate that! You always fight against that for your own stupid political reasons. The really embarrassing thing 
here is that the Liberal Party agrees with you! 
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